
 

 

GARGRAVE PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting 
Held on Wednesday 2nd April 2025 

Present:   

Gregory L Butt (GLB) Chair 
Claire Cadman (CC) 
Chris Hoskin (CH)  
Karen Hunter (KH)  
David Shuttleworth (DS) 
Derek Steele (DSt) 
Alan Sutcliffe (AS) 
Martin Banks (MB) Acting Proper Officer 

1. Chair’s Opening Remarks. 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and remarked on the increasing numbers 
of residents that now attended PC meetings. 

2. Apologies for absence. 

  None declared 

3. Declaration of Interests. 

None declared 

4. To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 5th March 2025, as a true and 
accurate record. 

 The minutes of meeting 5th March 2025 were accepted as a true record. Proposed by 
AS, seconded by KH and accepted unanimously. 

5. Report from Invited Guests. 

5.1 To receive a report from NYC Cllr Simon Myers: 

Cllr Myers reported that: 

• The Boundary Commission would be presenting new wards for the 
next election with a proposal for Mid Craven Ward. 

• NYC was currently sending £50M a year transporting children from 
home to school. 

• The 2nd Homes tax will likely raise £42M over the next few years which 
will be spent directly on Social and Affordable Housing. 

He concluded by reiterating that there was no truth whatsoever in the 
rumours circulating on social media that the Premier Inn was to be turned 
into a hostel for illegal immigrants or asylum seekers. 

6. Double Yellow Lines Application: North and West Streets. 

A proposal to address the parking issues around the Old Swan corner and West 
Street exit/entry to the Village Hall car park had been submitted to NYC Highways 



 

 

in February 25 and a letter dated 13 March 25 was sent to affected residents to 
describe the scheme.  

NYC Highways then produced a much larger version of the parish council’s 
original GPC scheme and from the feedback the council and Highways received, 
none of the residents were in favour of it. The council then wrote to Highways on 
the 18th March asking them to consider returning to the original GPC scheme. 

The council’s original GPC scheme was rejected by NYC Highways by return on 
the 18th March. They stated “We do not believe it would be worth doing such a 
minimal amount of lining as there would be still be issues of double parking 
causing an obstruction and vehicles parking on bends and junctions”.  

Highways asked the parish council to review their comments and let them know 
if the council wanted to return to the NYC scheme. 

 The Chair then proposed that the Acting Proper Officer should reply to Highways 
and report that, after review, the council did not want to proceed with the NYC 
scheme. As a compromise Highways should be asked to only consider the Old 
Swan corner and not have any other double yellow lines up North Street or along 
West Street. This proposal was carried unanimously.  

 

7. VE Day 80th Anniversary Arrangements & Remembrance Sunday Planning. 

Monday 5th May  
Gargrave Events Committee invite you to celebrate the 80th anniversary of 
Victory In Europe 2pm-4pm at Neville Crescent Community Room  
All Welcome and free….to include food & drink, music & singing, crafts & games. 
 
Thursday 8th May 
VE Day Service at St Andrews C of E Church 
Bell ringers are going to ring at 6.30pm and the special service will start at 7pm 
(probably about 1 hour duration) 
 
The Heritage Group will have a display of information in St Andrews about the 
men from Gargrave who died in WW2. 

8. To receive information on the following ongoing issues and decide further 
action where necessary: 

8.1 Neighbourhood Plan Anomaly  

The Chair reported that the Environmental WG had met to draft a letter to 
NYC Cllr Mark Crane, as agreed at the previous PC Meeting. That letter set 
out the PC’s main issues: 

• The cause of the omission of the text (6 planning policy statements) 
from the legal Neighbourhood Plan (the referendum version). 

• The legal responsibility of CDC during the formation of the Gargrave 
Neighbourhood Plan (GNP). 

• The status of the GNP within the Development Plan. 



 

 

The PC received a timely response from Councillor Mark Crane on 27 Mar 
where he doubled down on previous replies from NYC. Specifically, he 
dismissed the Referendum Version of the GNP stating that the referendum 
version had no weight and emphasised that it was the ‘made’ version that 
carried the weight as part of the Development Plan. The Chair pointed out to 
the meeting that this very point was central to our contention: the legality of 
the democratic referendum version v’s the made version. 

 A member of the public informed the meeting that he had had a very similar 
response from the Leader of NYC. 

The Chair further reported that while we had asked for advice from 
YLCA/NALC, it was less than satisfactory. However, our letter to CPRE had 
been received and sent to the appropriate internal department for comment.  

Cllr Simon Myers stated that while he wished that it wasn’t the case, the NYC 
position was that while they had accepted a mistake had been made, they 
believed it to have been an honest mistake. He further explained his efforts to 
address the issue but believed the NYC position to be a legal one.  

Following a short discussion, it was agreed to keep the following options 
available for the PC to pursue: 

• reach out directly to Sir Julian Smith MP 
• engage the ombudsman 
• seek legal council  

8.2 Environment WG: Kelber Hill update  

The Chair reported that members of the Environmental WG would meet NYC 
officers again on 3 Apr to review NYC work following the previous visit.  

The Chair was pleased to announce that the wall on Church Street, below the 
Station, had been repaired. 

8.3 Traveller Gypsy Roma (TGR) WG 

8.3.1 TGR WG Update.  

The WG met on Tue 25 Mar, and the Chair reported that while the Birds Mouth 
fence needed extending at High Green and also required resolution around 
the large Sycamore on the East St end of the South St Triangle, residents’ 
reaction to the fencing had been generally positive. 

CH would investigate the accuracy and legitimacy of the Bylaws, in particular 
who holds authority to enact them (PC or NYC) and the mechanism for 
enacting them. 

The Chair would draft the TGR Plan for Gargrave 2025 (an evolution of the 
2024 Strategic Plan) to include the commitments from the Professionals 
Meeting. The draft would then be circulated to the WG for comment before 
being presented at the next PC meeting. 

8.3.2 Restorative Solutions Professions Meeting Update:  



 

 

The Chair and Acting Proper Officer attended the Professionals Meeting on 
Mon 31 Mar along with representatives from NY Police, NYC, Sir Julian Smith 
MP office and Leeds GATE (Travellers and Gypsy Liaison). Representatives 
were positive about the Plan for Gargrave, Leeds GATE particularly who were 
also forthright in their support of police involvement. It was suggested that 
Gargrave PC liaise with Leeds GATE to agree social media messaging to their 
members. 

During the meeting the Chair stressed, to NYC, that there needed to be a 
North Yorkshire Plan that included stopping places for TGR along the route to 
Appleby and not leave this to small communities to arrange.  

The next meeting will be the 2nd Public Meeting in the Village Hall in late Apr – 
Thu 24 Apr has been pencilled-in, but has to be confirmed by Restorative 
Solutions 

8.4 Councillor Vacancy update.  

The Acting Proper Officer spoke to Democratic Services at NYC re recruiting 
another Cllr, vice Janet Sugden. As we had previously sought permission last 
year and went through the process (without recruiting anyone), we are clear 
to go straight to co-option, which will be actioned by the Acting Proper Officer 
forthwith. 

8.5 River Aire: 

8.5.1 Gabions Update: 

Highways replied to our letter that outlined the damage to the riverbank and 
gabions. Unsurprisingly, their response was that it was not their responsibility. 
We have yet to receive a reply from Yorkshire Water to the same letter. We will 
chase Yorkshire Water and report accordingly.  

8.5.2 River Aire WG: Terms of Reference (ToR).  

The following Resolution follows a request from CH regarding natural damage to 
the base of the river wall:  

To confirm the River Aire WG ToR: to investigate erosion and accretion 
(including damage to the River Wall and other river infrastructure) and 
produce options to mitigate the effect and to report to the PC by Oct 25. 

The Resolution, proposed by CH and seconded by DSt, was unanimously 
approved. 

8.5.3 Stepping Stones Update.  

We reached out to Sisk again. They are trying to arrange another date for 
engineers to visit site to discuss boulder replacements for the stepping stones.  

8.6 Old Post Office Kerb damage 

The council raised a request to Highways Area5 to have bollards and 
appropriate signage on the corner by the Old Post House. This was because 
the pavement kerb outside had been cracked 3 times in recent months and it 
was strongly felt that additional pedestrian protection should be installed. 



 

 

This request was turned down by Area-5. The bollards cannot be installed 
due to the width of the footway and installing bollards at this location would 
result in them being hit and damaged. 

This is further reported on in Correspondence. 

9. Public Participation: 

To allow members of the public to make representations, answer questions and give 
evidence in respect of business on the agenda or any matters of relevance to the 
Parish.  
Note: 30 minutes may be set aside for public participation. Members of public shall 
not speak for more than 10 minutes as individuals; groups shall not speak for more 
than 15 minutes. 

Two officials from the Gargrave Junior Football teams outlined their plans for the 
purchase and installation of two sets of goalposts and realignment of the football 
pitch on the Low Green. Progress is being made to provide three estimates for the 
goal posts and the group is actively trying to raise additional funds towards the costs 
of the posts and installation of them. A resident with current public liability 
insurance volunteered to install the posts without a charge which was very well 
received.  

10. To receive, note and consider the following planning notifications, decisions or 
information:  

10.1 ZA25/26642/FUL Premier Inn, Hellifield Road, Gargrave Full planning 
permission for erection of annex extension to provide additional bedrooms, 
alongside alterations to the car park and all associated works. The council 
commented whereas the previous development was screened largely by the 
Pub, this would present as a very urban block seen between the road and the 
Canal and is of a scale rather out of line with the traditional built environment 
in the Village. 

10.2 ZA25/26556/HH Change of use of private garden ground to allow siting of 
2.no holiday accommodation (pods) including formation of hardstanding, 
footpath and ancillary car parking area. The council objects to this on the 
grounds of over development as referred to in two previous applications. 
ZA23/25371/HH - Proposed detached garage, proposed single storey 
extension and raise roof of existing garage to form annex (NB: This application 
was subsequently withdrawn to be replaced by the following): 
ZA23/25464/HH - Proposed detached garage and proposed single storey 
extension. The PC raised concerns about overdevelopment of the site in its 
comments to the first of these applications, and the same inference was 
contained in its response to the second application. This current application 
is following that same overdevelopment theme. In the Planning Officer's 
Planning Decision Notice for that latter application she herself added an 
ongoing condition on the planning permission regarding avoiding possible 
overdevelopment of the site. 

10.3 ZA25/26767/LBC Rear extension, including single-storey ancillary living 
accommodation incorporating existing outbuilding: alterations to existing 



 

 

kitchen. The council don't have any comments on this other than to observe 
that all of the alterations are "behind the scenes" and given that it is Grade 2 
listed the application should be getting thorough scrutiny from the planning 
dept. 

10.4 ZA24/26616/TPO decision notice – grant permission with conditions. 

10.5 ZA25/26642/FUL Single-storey rear and two-storey side extension, a single-
storey front extension to existing garage with corresponding internal 
alterations to form additional living accommodation, and formation of 
additional off-street parking to front. Decision notice – approved with 
conditions. 

11.  Financial Matters: 

11.1 To receive and approve the schedule of cheque payments and receipts as 
tabled. 

GARGRAVE PARISH COUNCIL 

Invoice Review: 2nd April 2025 

DATE ITEM DESCRIPTION INCOME PAYMENTS 

17/03/2025 IONOS WEBSITE   8.40 

17/03/2025 VILLAGE HALL RENT   216.67 

  
CEF 2 X LED CORN LAMP 
STREETLIGHTS 

  51.19 

  
CEF 2 X BRACKET 
STREETLIGHTS 

  336.52 

  CEF 2 X 40W STREETLIGHTS   399.74 

  SHC TRAILER HIRE   272.40 

  
YLCA CLERK/RFO VACANCY 
ADVERT 

  20.00 

  
VILLAGE HALL MATCH ROOM 
HIRE FOR TGR 

  36.00 

  
J C COWGILL BIRDSMOUTH 
FENCING 

  13,500.00 

        

        

NAT WEST as at: 31 March £32,497.01     ----------- ----------- 

            0.00 14,840.92 

 

12. Correspondence:  

To receive information on new correspondence and decide further action where 
necessary.  

Old Craven Hunt Kennels 

The council were asked to consider making a request to English Heritage to list the 
Old Craven Hunt Kennels as a listed building. The request stated that if they were 
listed they would form a most interesting and rare set of buildings. These buildings, 
although currently derelict, could if once restored, form a real feature of the village 



 

 

once listed. It was also claimed the Landmark Trust might be interested in the 
purchase and restoration of the buildings and they would be perfect for a short term 
holiday let. 

They are positioned next to Eshton Beck and are visible from the A65 canal bridge on 
the exit from the village to Skipton. It wasn’t clear who owned the buildings, certainly 
not the council or indeed if they are actually in the parish. 

After consideration a proposal was made by the Chair not to list the buildings and 
this was carried by unanimously by the council. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

A resident reported an accident on newly laid tarmac 

On the path that runs parallel to the old mill race stream on the High Green the 
resident slipped off the side of the newly laid tarmac and he fell forward. He 
sustained injuries to knee, ankle, face and right hand. 

Several sections of the new path had not been levelled properly and had not had soil 
or turf laid at the side of the path. The recent repairs to the path had not been 
completed adequately and several areas were a serious trip hazard. 

NYC Area-5 were contacted and apologised for the standard of the work and sent a 
different contractor to complete the top soiling works. NYC also conceded that that 
there was some unexpected and rather speedy weed growth and were to send out a 
contractor to spray the weeds.  

It is not NYC policy to contact a local parish council for these minor repairs but they 
did send advance signage and a letter drop for any properties directly affected by the 
works. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Old Post Office 

A resident made a request to NYC Highways for additional bollards and signage for 
the pavement outside the Old Post Office because of the very possible danger to 
pedestrians  because there had been three instances when large vehicles had 
mounted and cracked kerbstones.  

NYC Highways stated the bollards could not be installed due to the width of the 
footway and bollards at this location would result in them being hit and damaged. No 
new signage could be installed because if drivers approach at the correct speed and 
there was an issue with the speed of traffic the police would have to enforce this for 
dangerous and reckless driving. 

On the 31st March an allegedly drunk driver at high speed went round the corner and 
over the pavement (where the bollards were requested for) and smashed into the 
Old Post Office gate causing significant damage. Footage of this incident was 
captured on CCTV by the Old Swan and submitted to the police.  

The resident and parish council noted that if there had been pedestrians on the 
pavement where the bollards were requested for, then we could have been looking 
at a very serious incident indeed. 



 

 

13. To notify the Clerk/Acting Proper Officer of matters for inclusion on the agenda 
for the next meeting. 

14. To confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 7th May 2025. 

 

 


