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GARGRAVE PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting 

Held on Wednesday 5th February 2025 
 

Present:   

Gregory L Butt (GLB) Chair 
Claire Cadman (CC) 
Chris Hoskin (CH)  
Karen Hunter (KH)  
Derek Steele (DSt) 
Alan Sutcliffe (AS) 
Martin Banks (MB) Acting Proper Officer 

1. Chair’s Opening Remarks. 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting 

2. To receive apologies for absence.   

David Shuttleworth (DS) – personal reasons  

3. Declaration of Interests. 

3.1. To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation. 

None declared. 

3.2 To receive any declarations of interest not already declared under the council’s 
Code of Conduct or a member’s Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests. 

None declared. 

4. To confirm the minutes of the last meeting held on the 4 Dec 24 as a true and 
correct record. 

The minutes of meeting 4 December 24 were accepted as a true record. Proposed by 
AS, seconded by CC and accepted unanimously. 

5. Reports from Invited Guests and North Yorkshire Councillor. 

5.1. Cllr Simon Myers reported that he thought the meeting for the Traveller 
Gypsy Roma was positive and that he hoping to see a more harmonious week. He 
also commented that a recent housing statement said that the area should have 
more than 4,000 houses per year, he has reported earlier that he thought this figure 
was unsustainable. He also thought the Craven may need a refresh of the Local 
plan. 

5.2. In the Craven area the disparity between house prices and incomes is the 
largest in the country. It is dearer to live in NY than the middle of London - Band D 
council tax being greater in NY. 

5.3. The NYC budget is £8m worse off due to the rise in National Insurance 
rates and the precept for Fire and Police increase. The council tax will go up to its 
maximum rate of £4.99%. 
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6. Bird’s Mouth Fencing Installation 

During the course of his research into Bye Laws affecting the village greens, and how 
they might be utilised within the TGR Plan, CH raised the prospect, before the meeting, 
that GPC might need to apply for planning permission for the low-level fence. As a 
result, GPC reached out to the Development Management Team Leader at NYC who 
confirmed we did not need planning permission. 

CH had also identified 2 pieces of legislation from mid-1800’s, enacted then to address: 
wilful damage of the greens, the interruption of the enjoyment of the greens, 
encroachment on and inclosing greens – the concern being that the installation of the 
fence would contravene these statutes. However, and on further investigation, advice 
from defra was these 2 pieces of legalisation did not contravene the original statutes. 

6.1 Resolution: to install Bird’s Mouth Fencing, as agreed and as soon as possible. 

Proposed by GLB, seconded by AS and unanimously agreed. 

7. Clerk & RFO Vacancy – Options 

The Chair reported that there was a need to fill the vacant Clerk & RFO position quickly 
as it would be unrealistic and unsustainable for MB to cover another substantial period 
as the Acting Proper Officer. He pointed out that this was no criticism and asked that 
the PC recognise MB’s dedication over the last months. 

The Chair proposed that the PC should immediately seek a locum, from the YLCA list, 
whilst simultaneously advertising again for a permanent Clerk & RFO, using the same 
panel that oversaw the last process: GLB, MB and CC. 

Proposed by GLB, seconded by KH and unanimously agreed. 

8. Parish Council Communications Plan – update. 

 CC provided an update on the training she had attended and her research into creating 
the Communication Plan. Following discussion around the formulation of a working 
group to oversee this process, it was agreed that CC should bring forward details of the 
proposed Communications Working Group to the next meeting. 

9. Parking – Double Yellow Lines.  

DSt provided an overview of the need for double yellow lines in two locations on North 
St  

9.1 Resolution: To request double yellow lines at 2 locations: on North St between 
the Old Swan entrances and at the corner of North and West St. 

Proposed by DSt, seconded by KH and unanimously agreed. 

DSt agreed to liaise with the Acting Proper Officer to provide the rational and 
justification to support this request to the relevant authority. 

10. To receive information on the following ongoing issues and decide further 
action where necessary: 

10.1 Neighbourhood Plan Anomaly.  
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The Chair reported that GPC had yet to receive a comprehensive reply from Rachael 
Balmer (NYC) to our email 16 Dec 24, that highlighted the omission of the 6 missing 
policy statements from the Gargrave Neighbourhood Plan, and which asked 2 
fundamental questions. For NYC to: 

• confirm specifically at which point in the process the ‘Plan’ becomes a legal 
document, and no further changes may occur. 

• explain the procedure/protocol which must be adhered to in order to conduct 
changes to the legally made Neighbourhood Plan. 

He also reported that we had recently received notice from a resident that Tracy 
Rathmell (also NYC) had completed an investigation into the Gargrave 
Neighbourhood Plan Anomaly, which was a surprise (we had not been made privy to 
the results of any investigation). We wrote to NYC seeking clarification and asking 
for: 

• the comprehensive response to our original email, promised in Dec and still 
outstanding. 

• a copy of Tracy Rathmell's investigation report which has already been sent to 
the resident who tipped us off. 

• an understanding of where responsibility lies at NYC regarding this issue. 

The Chair stated that the response we received to this latest communication was 
also less than satisfactory. Following discussion, it was unanimously agreed that a 
further response should be sent to Tracy Rathmell and Rachael Balmer to untangle 
what is being said to whom, to gain clarity and ensure our concerns are being 
addressed at the right level with the right degree of importance whilst continuing to 
hold NYC to account. The Chair also proposed that the Parish Council should seek 
advice from The Campaign for the Protection of Rural England. 

The Chair also confirmed that he was seeking an appointment with Sir Julian Smith 
on 28 Feb, alongside other residents, to press our case. 

10.2 Traveller Gypsy Roma (TGR):  

10.2.1 Public Meeting Outcome 

It was encouraging to note over 40 residents attended the Village Hall on Friday 
17 January 2025, where everyone was given the opportunity to air their views on 
the impact of the TGR transit through Gargrave to Appleby Fair.  

During the course of the meeting the Police stated that they would provide more 
boots on the ground over the Spring Bank Holiday weekend (23-26 May) and be 
more proactive and visible. 

Disappointingly, and despite invitation, there was no representation from North 
Yorkshire Council officers although Councillor Simon Myers, who did attend, 
stated that he would work to ensure that NYC would be fully involved going 
forward. 

Restorative Solutions has since confirmed that he plans to meet the Bradford 
based ‘leedsgate’ TGR representative and the main Appleby Fair TGR 
representative. Once this has taken place, he will arrange the Professionals 
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Meeting involving everyone, less the public, to distil the ideas from the public 
meeting and produce a framework plan. 

The 2nd public meeting will be in Apr 25, which will confirm the plan including 
agencies roles and responsibilities. 

10.2.2 Funding for Bird’s Mouth Fencing from Councillor Locality Budget. 

The council has received notification from Rachel Joyce of NYC that they will 
offer £4,590 towards the £15k plus VAT bill for the fencing. We have signed the 
acceptance of the offer and returned it to NYC. 

The council has also notified the Community CIL group that we intend to take up 
the opportunity to transfer the remaining £6,634.98 from the current CIL 
account. They have already agreed some time ago that we could use the funds 
for protection of the greens. 

      The remainder of £3,775.02 will hopefully come from Cllr Myers 2025 - 2026    
Locality budget. Cllr Myers commented that he thought the Locality Budget 
could be halved, in which case the PC will make up for the difference. 

10.3 Environment WG update: proposed meeting with NYC officers.  

Leon Hazeldine has agreed to meet representatives from the Environment WG along 
with Cllr Simon Myers on Fri 13 Feb 25. at 11.00 am. The Chair will report the 
outcome of this meeting at the next PC Meeting. 

10.4 River Aire Issues: 

Meeting with the EA: 

The Chair reported that he, MB, CH and DSt met 2 representatives from the EA on 
the River Aire on Mon 3 Feb 25: 

• The EA believed that the threat of flooding is generally receding due to the 
change to the river flow as a result of the removal of the weir, but this would 
need to be quantified by new modelling. 

• While the risk of flooding appeared to be diminishing, erosion and the build-
up of stones and sand was increasing. Erosion was particularly evident on 
the south bank of the river along Middle Green and from the gabion collapse 
to the corner of the allotments. Stone and sand build-up is most evident 
along the River Place bank which, over a 10-year period, has grown in width 
by over 5 metres. 

• In respect of the Mill Lane gabion collapse the EA reiterated that if an asset is 
at risk due to erosion, then it is the asset owner’s responsibility to take action 
to protect that asset. 

Resolution: the Acting Proper Officer send a detailed report to Yorkshire Water 
and Highways to inform them of the collapsed gabions pointing out the real and 
present threat to their assets: Yorkshire Water for the sewers that run along the 
collapse, Highways for the road, whilst noting that they installed the gabions. 

Proposed by the Chair, seconded by DSt and unanimously agreed  
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• The PC will need to compile a list, for EA approval and permitting, of self-
seeding saplings and other foliage within the watercourse that need to be 
removed. 

Resolution: the Acting Proper Officer bring this forward to the next meeting (we 
already have the beginnings of such a list), having consulted with CH and DSt. 

Proposed by the Chair, seconded by KH and unanimously agreed 

• It was agreed that the PC needs to instigate the erosion issues through a 
more detailed survey of what is required through a subcommittee, which 
would be brought forward for resolution at the next meeting. 

Stepping Stones: 

The acting proper officer reported that the meeting with Kex Gill engineers to be 
rescheduled to 24 Feb 25.  

It was agreed that we should proceed with a previous resolution to remove the 
stones and ‘monoliths’ from the river. 

10.5 Canal Flooding update. 

As the flooding (of West Street) was exacerbated by blocked drains, the council 
asked NYC their policy on drains maintenance - there has been no reply from NYC. 

The PC requested that the Canal and River Trust (CRT) provide clarification regarding 
the procedures they follow during periods of high water levels along with an 
explanation of their actions. 

The CRT have replied. They stated that they took what actions they could to move a 
significant amount of water along the canal and that the canal performed to the best 
of its ability: 

• While a third of the expected monthly rainfall fell in just 24 hours, they 
managed to reduce water levels in sections of the canal, they also checked 
side weirs were clear allowing the flow of water without obstruction. 

• At around 3pm on the 31 December the monitoring station at Higherland 
Lock indicated that levels started to rise above normal. The duty team arrived 
on site at 7:40pm and took action to move water downstream including 
leaving the top gates of both Higherland Lock and Eshton Road lock open. By 
22:20pm all possible actions to move water had been taken. 

• On arrival, on site, the following morning the top gates of each lock had been 
shut (by persons unknown) during the night. They again took actions to move 
the water downstream and checked other locks in the area. The team 
observed vast quantities of water entering the canal from the fields north of 
the canal. The CRT are currently determining what can be done about this 
additional source of water that has acerbated the problem over recent years.  

10.6 NY Deputy Mayor Speeding Surgery. 

The Chair reported that he and the Acting Proper Officer had a productive zoom 
meeting with the Deputy Mayor on 21 Jan 25 during which they outlined Gargrave’s 
specific concerns: 
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• Speeding through the village - particularly during silent hours and the need to 
enforce existing speed limits 

• Introduction of Speeding zones (30 to 40 and 40 to 60) on village entry/exits. 
• Imposition of a 30-mph speed limit on Chew Lane, which is used as a rat run and 

sits between two 30 mph roads. 
• Introduction of speed bump/chicanes on Marton Road and Eshton Road. 

and pushed back hard on: 

• anti-social driving  
• the use of Agilysis by Police (a new software which allows remote access using 
connected vehicle data via GPS and Sat Nav) and the meaninglessness of mean 
speeding statistics 

and highlighted the need: 

• for the right mix of average speed camera and mobile cameras 
• to set the right example of speed enforcement early on the A65 ….. and as 
Gargrave was the first village on the A65, as it leaves the A59 to head north, it would 
be an ideal place to set that example. 

10.7 Gargrave Railway Access lighting and speed limit   

10.7.1 A consultation to extend the 30mph speed limit beyond Gargrave Railway 
Station car park on Church St has been carried out by NY Highways and our 
application has been approved. We are awaiting an installation date. 

10.7.2 Highways have confirmed that a request to provide street lights on Church 
Street up to the Railway Bridge has been passed to their street lighting team to 
progress. We are awaiting their decision. 

11. Public Participation: To allow members of the public to make representations, 
answer questions and give evidence in respect of business on the agenda or any 
matters of relevance to the Parish. 

Note: 30 minutes may be set aside for public participation. Members of public shall not 
speak for more than 10 minutes as individuals; groups shall not speak for more than 15 
minutes.  

A member of the public asked if consideration be made to deploy the VAR speeding 
system to help inform the speeding debate. 

12.         To receive, note and consider the following planning notifications, decisions 
or information: 

12.1 Application ZA24/26616/TPO. Awaiting decision to fell an existing yew tree and 
replant.  It is a renewal of an expired application where the work wasn’t completed 
within the 2-year time frame. The church wishes to renew the application and seek 
permission once again. 

12.2 Application ZA24/26527/HH. Approved addition of sun lounge to 45, Marton 
Road. 

13.  Financial Matters:    
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13.1 To receive and approve the schedule of cheque payments and receipts as 
tabled: 

GARGRAVE PARISH COUNCIL 

Invoice Review: 5 February 2025 

DATE ITEM DESCRIPTION INCOME PAYMENTS 

14/01/2025 IONOS WEBSITE   8.40 

15/01/2025 VILLAGE HALL HIRE   216.67 

14/01/2025 
GARGRAVE EVENTS COMMTTEE - 
XMAS LIGHTS 

180.00   

  VILLAGE HALL HIRE         

  
17 JAN - TGR RESTORATIVE 
SOLUTIONS 

  90.00 

  
22 JAN - COMMUNICATIONS 
MEETING 

  36.00 

  
YLCA COMMUNICATIONS 
TRAINING 

  35.00 

  
J C COWGILL - DEPOSIT ON 
BIRDSMOUTH FENCING 

  4,500.00 

        

NAT WEST as at: 31 JANUARY 2025 - £36,345.14   ----------- ----------- 

            180.00 4,886.07 

 

14. Correspondence: To receive information on new correspondence and decide 
further action where necessary.  

Gargrave Junior Football Team 

A request has been received from Gargrave Junior football team, who play on our Low 
Green, to re-align the pitch and for funds to replace the goalposts.  

The Acting Proper Officer has asked for an outline cost estimate for the posts, for 
comparison with other suppliers. The council will ascertain costs for installation and 
bring it forward to the next meeting: for discussion and decision. 

Eshton Road Residents Parking 

A resident has asked if it would be possible to apply for a residents parking permit 
scheme on Eshton Road (south of the canal bridge) as vehicles from the industrial 
estate park there regularly and canal boats users park there up to weeks at a time. 
Resident parking is now becoming a struggle and there is no ability to construct a drive. 
If they do not get approval, they would like to seek a 20mph limit. 

It appears the resident applied to NYC who apparently told them to apply to Gargrave 
PC first. The council will obtain further information before bringing this forward for 
consideration. 

15. To notify the Clerk/Acting Proper Officer of matters for inclusion on the 
agenda for the next meeting. 

16. To confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 5th March 2025. 


