GARGRAVE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting
Held on Wednesday 5" March 2025
Present:

Gregory L Butt (GLB) Chair

Claire Cadman (CC)

Chris Hoskin (CH)

Karen Hunter (KH)

Derek Steele (DSt)

Alan Sutcliffe (AS)

Martin Banks (MB) Acting Proper Officer

1. Chair’s Opening Remarks.

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting
2. Apologies for absence.

David Shuttleworth (DS) - sickness

3. Declaration of Interests.

None declared

4. To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 5" February 2025, as a true
and accurate record.

The minutes of meeting 4 December 24 were accepted as a true record. Proposed by
AS, seconded by KH and accepted unanimously.

5. Report from Invited Guests.
5.1 To receive a report from NYC Cllr Simon Myers.
Cllr Myers reported that:

e NYC had passed their budget by using £5M from their reserves and were
looking to save money through a fair-funding review.

e 20 mph zones would now be putin place outside all schools across NY.

e residents would be receiving a new recycle bin for paper and card to allow
separation of recyclables in 2027. The size of bin would be flexible depending
on the type of property.

e awarm homes plan would be rolled out through an energy efficiency fund
this year. While it would be based on income qualification the funding would
be available to all.

6. Gargrave Poor’s Land Charity Trustee Approval

The Chair circulated the Briefing Note: Gargrave Poor’s Land Charity (GPLC) dated 2 Jan
25. He invited Philip Ellis, the Chair of the Charity, to explain the history and aims of the
organisation, the GPLC Deeds and the reason why the PC needed to approve GPLC
trustees. Following discussion, it was resolved that the PC approve the following
trustees, who are both residents of Gargrave:



e Sharon Aldous
e Jane Drake

A vote was taken with the majority supporting the resolution. There were 2 abstentions:
CH and AS. The Resolution was passed.

7. To receive information on the following ongoing issues and decide further
action where necessary:

7.1 Neighbourhood Plan Anomaly

The PC had finally received a response from NYC to our questions of the 16 Dec, on
19 Feb, the day after the PC sent a second letter to NYC expressing our dismay over
the delay as well as posing a number of supplementary questions.

The NYC reply ran to 4 pages and was in parts both confusing and contradictory
although NYC did confirm that a Neighbourhood Plan attains the equivalent weight
as part of the Development Plan once it has been approved by the community at
referendum. However, NYC maintained their well-rehearsed position that:

o ifanewer Local Planis adopted and there is conflict the newer plan prevails
in decision making.

e the Marton Road planning application had been considered appropriately in
accordance with the legal tests around consideration of the Development
Plan and even if the 6 policy statements had not been omitted it would have
made no difference to the final decision.

During discussion, which also included public participation:

e itwas pointed out that further corruption of the Gargrave Neighbourhood
Plan (GNP) could be evidenced by the fact that differing versions of maps
were used in the legal Referendum Version and the later version.

e anargument for the Marton Road planning decision being overturned was
presented by a resident because of legitimate road safety concerns and in
light of the fact that the Planning Committee took no notice of the road safety
requirements and stipulations of the GNP.

The Chair stated that he believed that we had come to an impasse and that our case
be elevated to the NYC Executive. He suggested that the Environment WG should
progress this and that he would report accordingly at the next meeting. This was
unanimously agreed.

Cllr Simon Myers suggested that the PC should seek help/opinion from YLCA/NALC,
which the Chair and Acting Proper Officer agreed to action.

The Chair also reported that he’d spoken at length to a journalist from Planning
Magazine and that he hoped that we would receive a very favourable writeup and
that he had written to CPRE asking for their opinion of our legal position.

7.2 Environment WG update: report on meeting with NYC officers re KHF

The Chair reported on the long-awaited meeting, to discuss KHF, between members
of the Environment WG and Cllr Simon Myers with NYC Officers took place on 13
Feb. Central to the meeting was the PC position that KHF was no longer a farm but a



centre of mixed business activity and that this change of use had taken pace under
the local authority oversight. The WG presented evidence that demonstrated:

e the continuing non-compliant development of business operations at KHF.

e theimpact that this clear ‘change of use’ is having on the village along with
residents’ loss of amenity.

e the presence of a large volume of biomass fuel.

e the continued import and export of aggregates & inert waste at the location.
include the continued disposal of road sweeper/gully tanker waste into a lagoon.

e the continued use of the site as a heavy goods vehicle operating centre.

While the meeting was proactive, and we were well received, we have yet to receive
areply to our concerns. GPC will press NYC for a follow-up before the next meeting.

7.3 Traveller Gypsy Roma (TGR):

Restorative Solutions has fixed a meeting with Bradford and Leeds TGR
representatives for 19" Mar 25. They will then set the Professionals Meeting (that’s
less the public) for Mon 31t Mar 25. This meeting will be by ‘Teams’ and will
comprise GPC, NY Police, Simon Myers, NYC officers, Julian Smith MP. Restorative
Solutions will coordinate the ‘Teams’ invites.

7.3.1 Bird’s Mouth Fencing installation:

The Acting Proper Officer reported that the fencing at High Green had been
completed, and that work had commenced on the South Street Triangle. This will
be followed by the last area to be fenced at Goffa Mill.

7.4  Clerkand RFO Vacancy Update:

Work on simplifying and making the Job Description, Person Specification
and Advertisement for the Clerk & RFO vacancy more attractive has been
completed. The advert will go live across all outlets over the next week.

7.5 Councillor Vacancy:

The Proper Officer will check with NYC that we are able to Co-opt a councillor
to fill the vacancy left by Janet Sugden and advertise the position asp.

7.6 Parish Council Communication Plan:

Resolution: to establish a Communication Working Group. A resolution for the
attendees of the group to be CC, GLB and Mrs Jane Ellis was proposed by CC and
seconded by AS, all in favour.

7.7 River Aire:

Following discussions at the last PC meeting, Yorkshire Water and Highways
have both been emailed regarding their responsibilities over the collapsed
gabions. Any responses will be brough forward to the next meeting

7.7.1 Sub Committee Vs Working Group: Erosion and Accretion Plan including
reporting date.



7.8

7.9

It was agreed that a WG should be formed to look at the issue regarding the
erosion and accretion along the course of our riparian responsibilities of the
River Aire. Whilst DS was not present (at the PC meeting), he had earlier
expressed an interest in joining the River Aire WG along with CH and DSt, which
was agreed unanimously.

It was further agreed that the River Aire WG would report back to the PC with
their initial findings at the Oct 25 meeting.

The Chair stressed that while the WG may need to seek advice outside the
council he reminded everyone that all outside correspondence must go through
the Acting Proper Officer/Clerk.

7.7.2 List of self-seeding saplings to be removed for EA approval and
permitting.

A list of self-seeding Saplings and other Foliage requiring removal was circulated
following a review by CH and DSt and confirmed separately by GLB and MB. It
was agreed that the Acting Proper Officer would progress this list for the requisite
permitting through the EA.

7.7.3 Stepping Stones — A meeting with Sisk last month was cancelled and we
are waiting a new date.

West St - Double Yellow Line Application:

The PC plan for double yellow lines around the Old Swan and the Village Hall
corners, was sent to NYC for approval in February. NYC replied with a revised
plan showing further extensions of the double yellow lines along North Street
and around the corner to West Street. The council then requested a further
change to this plan for the exit from the Village Hall car park.

Gargrave Junior Football Club (GJFC) — pitch alignment & goalpost request:

The GJFC was requested to send estimates of the goalposts required so the
council could look into providing some funding for them. No estimates have
yet been received but the opportunity still exists for GJFC.

7.10 Eshton Road Parking Permit Request:

The permit requested was for a single residential car parking space on Eshton
Road. While it was universally accepted that Eshton Rd was a public highway,
and that the PC had no authority to action this request, the proposal was
nevertheless put to the vote, which was unanimously refused.

. Public Participation: To allow members of the public to make representations,

answer questions and give evidence in respect of business on the agenda or any
matters of relevance to the Parish. Note: 30 minutes may be set aside for public
participation. Members of public shall not speak for more than 10 minutes as
individuals; groups shall not speak for more than 15 minutes.

A member of the public stated their dissatisfaction over the way the application for
self-seeding and other foliage permit request to the EA had been discussed. There
was no other public participation other than that at Item 7.1



9. Toreceive, note and consider the following planning notifications, decisions or
information:

9.1

9.2

ZA25/26715/LBC - Listed Building: replacement windows and doors. A
Heritage Statement concluded - “The proposals do notimpact on the original
listed building, all work proposed is to the modern extensions. The windows
proposed to be replaced on the original west gable at second floor level are
not original and will be replaced with a timber window of a design more
appropriate to the period of the original building”. No objections were
received for this application.

ZA25/26634/HH - Single-storey rear and two-storey side extension, a single-
storey front extension to existing garage with corresponding internal
alterations to form additional living accommodation, and formation of
additional off-street parking to front. No objections were received for this
application.

10. Financial Matters:

10.1 Toreceive and approve the schedule of cheque payments and receipts as

tabled:
GARGRAVE PARISH COUNCIL
Invoice Review: 5 March 2025
DATE ITEM DESCRIPTION INCOME | PAYMENTS
10/02/2025 [PUBLIC WORKS LOANS 2,211.14
11/02/2025 [LAND REGISTRY TITLE SEARCH MILL LANE 7.00
12/02/2025 [IONOS WEBSITE 8.40
13/02/2025 [LAND REGISTRY MILL LANE PLAN 11.00
17/02/2025 [VILLAGE HALL RENT 216.67
18/02/2025 [NYC BIRDSMOUTH FENCING GRANT 4,590.00
A J & R PILKINGTON HEDGE TRIMMING 135.00
CEF STREETLIGHTS - 3 LED SOX 251.64
CEF STREETLIGHTS - 2 LED STREET LIGHTS 658.61
YLCA COMMITTEES WEBINAR FOR 52.60
GREG BUTT AND CHRIS HOSKIN
NAT WEST as at: 28 FEBRUARY £33,819.93 | cemmmmcmeee| e
4,590.00 3,552.06

11. Correspondence:

To receive information on new correspondence and decide further action where

necessary.

Aresident has written to NYC Highways to report a damaged kerbstone at 7 High
Street (the old Post Office) across from The Old Swan.

“The kerbstone the resident was writing about was repaired in August 2024 and
broken again on 10 December 2024. The breakage has got worse since her previous
report and the kerbstone continues to deteriorate daily.




It is the third time that this kerbstone has broken since they moved here in June
2022. Its frequent breakage is due to articulated HGVs regularly short-cutting the
corner and driving their rear wheels over the kerb and onto the pavement. NYC could
consider changing the road markings, signage, and/or speed limit to keep HGVs off
the pavement. Adding bollards along the corner may be effective”.

After not having received a meaningful reply the resident reported this issue again on
the 28™ February to NYC Highways.

The council then approved a proposal to submit its own request to ask NYC
Highways to install bollards and suitable signhage.

12.To notify the Clerk/Acting Proper Officer of matters for inclusion on the agenda
for the next meeting.

13. To confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 2" April 2025.

Signed by:

Martin Banks
Acting Proper Officer
Gargrave Parish Council



