GARGRAVE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting
Held on Wednesday 15™ January 2025

Present:

Gregory L Butt (GLB) Chair

Claire Cadman (CC)

Chris Hoskin (CH)

Alan Sutcliffe (AS)

David Shuttleworth (DS)

Derek Steele (DSt)

Martin Banks (MB) Acting Proper Officer

1. Chair’s Opening Remarks.

The Chair reminded all councillors that training courses are available and for any new
councillor that hasn’t completed “Off to a flying start” they should take part in the training
which is conducted via Zoom.

2. To receive apologies for absence.

Karen Hunter - personal.

3. Declaration of Interests.
3.1. To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
None declared.

3.2 To receive any declarations of interest not already declared under the councils Code
of Conduct or a member’s Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests.

None declared.

4, To confirm the minutes of the last meeting held on the 4 Dec 24 as a true and
correct record.

The minutes of meeting 4 December 24 were accepted as a true record. Proposed by AS and
seconded by CC. All in favour and accepted unanimously.

5. Reports from Invited Guests and North Yorkshire Councillor.
5.1. Cllir Simon Myers did not attend the meeting
6. Clerk & RFO Recommendation

In line with YLCA Briefing Note No 32 it was resolved to exclude members of the Public and
the Press whilst this Item was deliberate. Proposed by AS, seconded by DSt.

6.1. To consider the briefing note, circulated in advance of the meeting, from the
Appointment Panel (GLB, MB, CC) and make a suitable recommendation.

The Chair reported that the candidate recommended in the circulated briefing note
had withdrawn their name for personal reason and had expressed their deep regret.
It was agreed that options to address the need to appoint a permanent Clerk and
RFO would be brought to the next Parish Council meeting.



Members of the Public and the Press were invited back into the meeting.
7. Co-option of new Parish Councillor.

While there had been two applicants for the vacant position the day before this meeting,
both candidates, for different reasons, but within 30 minutes of each other, had informed
the Acting Proper Officer that they were withdrawing their names.

It was unanimously agreed to readvertise in the Spring.
Proposed by AS, seconded by DSt.
8. Poor’s Lands Charity Trustee Approval.

While it was felt that the PC should not stand in the way of the needs of the Poor’s Lands
Charity, the absence of a full understanding of the PC’s governance role and responsibilities
precluded the rubber stamping of this request. It was agreed that the Acting Proper Officer
should write to the Charity setting out the PC’s position and asking for a detailed overview
of its governance, an outline of its operational aims and invite the Chair to attend a PC
meeting to help promote the role of the Charity.

Proposed by CH, seconded by AS.
9. Canal Flooding.

The Acting Proper Officer indicated that 2 residents had written to express their concerns
over the flooding of the canal along Neville Rd and the back-up of floodwater around the
junction of Neville Rd and West St due to blocked drains. Following discussion, it was agreed
that there were 2 issues that the Acting Proper Officer should explore.

e To ascertain from the Canal & Rivers Trust their flood planning preventative
measures and if they would be updated in light of this recent flooding

e To enquire from the Highways Dept their annual drain maintenance routine in an
attempt to ensure that blocked drains would not acerbate any future episodes.

10. To receive information on the following ongoing issues and decide further action
where necessary.

10.1. Neighbourhood Plan Anomaly.

The Chair outlined the email correspondence with NYC, since the previous meeting,
regarding the omission of the 6 missing policy statements from the Gargrave
Neighbourhood Plan relating to the site off Marton Road, highlighting 2 pertinent
guestions that asked NYC to:

e confirm specifically at which point in the process the ‘Plan’ becomes a legal
document, and no further changes may occur.

e explain the procedure/protocol which must be adhered to in order to conduct
changes to the legally made Neighbourhood Plan.

The Chair confirmed that the PC had received a holding reply from NYC on 24 Dec 24
that promised to provide a comprehensive response in the New Year.

10.2 Traveller Gypsy Roma (TGR)
10.2.1 Public Meeting Update.



The public meeting was confirmed for Fri 17 Jan 25 at 6:15 pm in the Village Hall.
The following invitees had confirmed their attendance: Sgt Paul Evans,
Representative from Julian Smith’s Office, NYC are to confirm — likely an Officer
from Environmental Enforcement.

10.2.2 Bird’s Mouth Fencing Update.

The Chair reported that he and Acting Proper Officer had walked the line of the
fencing with the contractor and that the PC had now received confirmation, from
the contractor, of the planned pedestrian entry/exits (wide enough for prams and
wheelchairs) and access gates for maintenance etc. It was hoped to confirm a date
for installation at the February PC Meeting.

10.3 Environment WG Update.

The Chair stated that the PC had yet to secure a meeting with Mr Leon Hazeldine to
discuss KHF but that he was confident that a meeting could be arranged following the
PC’s most recent detailed email of 21 Dec 24 that, again, highlighted the PC’s
frustration.

10.4 Stepping Stones Update.

The Chair, Acting Proper Officer and CH took part in a ‘Teams’ meeting with Kelly
Soden, the Regional Social Value and Stakeholder Manager for John SISK & Sons (the
Kex Gill Contractors). She offered to arrange a site visit for engineers to look at the issue
with a view to help by donating large boulders. We are awaiting dates.

10.5 Aire River and Tree Survey: meeting with EA officers.

The proposed meeting in December was cancelled by the EA owing to ill health. We
now have a rearranged an on-site meeting date for Mon 3 Feb at 10:30 am.

10.6 Gabion Baskets update.

While proper signage has been established along the line of the collapsed Gabions, it
was hoped that the PC would be able to draw on the expertise of the EA during the on-
site meeting on Mon 3 Feb 25. Whatever the outcome of that meeting it was accepted
that much work and resources would need to be given to address the collapse. There
was an overwhelming acceptance that this was now the top river priority.

10.7 Gargrave Railway Access: MB has asked NYC Highways to see if more lights
will be allowed on the lefthand side of Church Street on the approach to the railway
bridge. He also asked Highways to move the 30mph limit on the Broughton side of the
railway bridge back to an agreed point. We are awaiting a reply from Highways.

10.8 Village Weed Control: The Chair stated that he and the Acting Proper Officer
had investigated the two-year trial that is to be conducted by NYC to replace spraying of
weeds by mechanical means, which had been raised at the previous meeting by a
resident. It appears that that GPC had received an invitation, but it had not been acted
on at the time and it was now not possible to join the trial at this late stage. A
discussion followed regarding the pros and cons of taking part in any future trial.

11 Public Participation:

A number of questions were raised from the floor relating to:



e (Canal Flooding covered at Item 9

e The Neighbourhood Plan Anomaly, where 2 residents informed the PC of their own
correspondence with NYC highlighting the implications that the missing 6 policy
statements from the Gargrave Neighbourhood Plan had had on the planning
decision for Marton Rd.

e Aresident asked if they could see the Aire River and Tree survey. This was denied by
the Chair as the survey (that had been conducted in-house) was very much a work in
progress, that nothing had been decided and that the meeting with the EA would
help inform decision making. The resident pointed out that other river experts could
also be consulted, which was accepted by the Chair.

e Gargrave Railway Station access — following a question asking if additional lighting
could be sought around the pedestrian access, the Chair stated the PC would follow
up on this and asked that the resident also write to the Railways and Highways to
help add pressure.

12 To consider the following planning applications, decisions or information.
12.1 ZA24/26527/HH - Approved with conditions

12.2 ZA24/26555/TCA - Awaiting Decision

13 Financial Matters.

13.1 To receive and approve the schedule of cheque payments and receipts as
tabled. It was resolved to approve the schedule of cheque payments and receipts as
tabled and presented at the meeting that require signing in accordance with the
Financial Regulations.

Proposed by DSt and Seconded by CH. All in favour.

GARGRAVE PARISH COUNCIL

Invoice Review: 15 January 2025

DATE ITEM DESCRIPTION INCOME PAYMENTS
AMAZON 2 BLACK INK
09/12/2024 Ay 68.66
13/12/2024 IONOS WEBSITE 2039
16/12/2025 VILLAGE HALL HIRE 216.67
23/12/2025 DEFIBRILLATOR PADS 82.80
MICROSOFT LICENCE
07/01/2025 vt 19.99
09/01/2025 ICO LICENCE DATA PROTECTION 35.00
1 C COWGILL - GABION WARNING
o 287.34
CEF XMAS LIGHTS TIMESWITCH
417967 (GPC) 103.40
CEF XMAS LIGHTS 3 WAY 36.48
SPLITTER 418415 (GEC STAR) )
CEF XMAS LIGHTS RCD SPUR 49.02
418503 (GEC)




VILLAGE HALL - 11 DECEMBER 36.00
INTERVIEWS )
YLCA COMMUNICATIONS
TRAINING 70.00
CEF XMAS TREE CONNECTIONS 36.16
418164 (GEC) )
J C COWGILL CHIPPING OF
BRANCHES/ MIDDLE & HIGH 480.00
GREEN/PLANT HORSECHESTNUT/
CEF STREET LIGHTS 419807 (GPC) 163.45
NAT WEST as at: 31 December 2025 - £37,707.05 | = == | e
0.00 1,705.36
14 Correspondence. To receive information on the following new correspondence and

decide further action where necessary:

ROAD SAFETY SURGERIES

Following the Joint Letter from a group of local councils which was sent to the
Deputy Mayor regarding speeding in the North Yorkshire and the lack of suitable
speed cameras. The Deputy Mayor responded and offered to hold a number of one-
to-one surgeries with individual councils on 21 January 25. Those that wanted to
take up the invitation were asked to respond with a summary of their specific
concerns. Gargrave PC responded positively and listed the following concerns:

J Speeding through Gargrave - particularly during silent hours.

J Introduction of Speeding zones (30-40 and 40-NSL) on village entry/exits.
J Imposition of a 30-mph speed limit on Chew Lane.

J Introduction of speed bumps on Marton Road and Eshton Road.

J Enforcement of existing speed limits

The council will report back at the next meeting.

CLASSIC CAR RALLY. Request for holding a classic car rally on the Low Green —
August Bank Holiday 2025

| have considered the possibility of running a classic car and motorcycle show on the
football pitch on the green out of season (August bank holiday weekend) to maybe
raise money for the football club and Yorkshire air ambulance | wonder if the parish
council would be amenable to the idea? It would require help from people in the
village to put it on.

Your thoughts would be very welcome. It would also tie up the green area on a bank
holiday weekend, which could be useful in the light of last August bank holiday's
issues the village had to contend with. | would look into the possibility of parking in
the old show field with the correct permissions and approvals so as not to disrupt
local street parking.

OVERFLOWING CANAL 1ST JANUARY 2025 - covered at Item 9



15 Notify the Acting Proper Officer of minutes for inclusion on the agenda of the next
meeting.

16 To confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 5" February 2025.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 21:15hrs.

Martin Banks
Acting Proper Officer



