GARGRAVE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting
Held on Wednesday 6" December 2024

Present:

Gregory L Butt (GLB) Chair

Claire Cadman (CC)

Chris Hoskin (CH)

Karen Hunter (KH)

David Shuttleworth (DS)

Derek Steele (DSt)

Martin Banks (MB) Acting Proper Officer

1. Chair’s Opening Remarks F

The Chair thanked everyone who contributed to the statement he made to NYC Planning
Committee, re the Souber Dairy Planning Application.

He informed the meeting that he would be bringing forward the Neighbourhood Plan
Anomaly, listed under Item 11, to item 5.1.

He asked Clirs to double check the timetabling and responsibilities for playground
inspections and to complete and return the inspection forms to the Proper Officer.

2. Toreceive apologies for absence:
Alan Sutcliffe — accident recovery.

3. Declaration of Interests.
3.1 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
None declared.

3.2 To receive any declarations of interest not already declared under the councils
Code of Conduct or a member’s Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests.

None declared.

4. To confirm the minutes of the last meeting held on the 6 Nov 24 as a true and correct
record.

The minutes of meeting 6 Nov 24 were accepted as a true record. Proposed by KH and
seconded by CC. All in favour and accepted unanimously.

5. Reports from Invited Guests and North Yorkshire Councillor.
5.1 ClIr Simon Myers.

5.1.1 The Chair asked if Clir Myers would dwell on the Neighbourhood Plan Anomaly
that came to light recently following correspondence from NYC that covered a letter
of complaint from a Gargrave resident. The Chair referred to his Briefing Note,
recently promulgated to Cllrs, that explained the complaint, provided the
background and outlined NYC’s proposed way forward.

The Briefing Note also contained a resolution:



It was proposed that GPC write to Kirkwells, the consultants acting for Gargrave
Parish Council (GPC) for the Neighbourhood Plan, asking for more precise
information along the following lines:

e Thanking them for their prompt response to our enquiry in which there were
several drafts of the final ‘made’ plan with the latter stages of the process
being the responsibility of CDC.

e Explaining that, as this issue will likely generate a significant amount of public
interest, it is important for us to understand how this serious issue occurred.

e Asking them to forward the final versions of the ‘made’ plan together with
dates and a list of recipients.

Proposed by DSt and seconded by KH, all in favour.

5.1.2 It was further proposed that GPC delegates the Environment Group (EG) to
produce options and proposals for GPC’s response to the issue. CH asked if he could
join the next EG meeting.

Proposed by DSt and Seconded by KH, all in favour.

5.1.3 In regard to the Neighbourhood Plan anomaly, and the impact on the Marton
Road planning decision, Clir Myers stated that he believed CDC had acted on the
‘plan’ that had been sent to them, but that he would follow closely any
developments as investigations continued.

Cllr Myers informed the meeting that council tax for 25/26 would rise by 5%,
reflecting cuts in some services provided by NYC and the increase in National
Insurance employer payments. He also outlined that the per capita costs for social
care in NY are more than in London!

He warned that the Locality Grant for next year could be halved and advised GPC to
provide the estimate for the TGR without delay so that he could seek authorisation
for the £4,500 that has been ring fenced.

6. To receive information on the following ongoing issues and decide on further action
where necessary.

6.1 TGR Decision Timeline Amendment

An amended TGR decision timeline was provided which now includes the Restorative
Solutions Public Meeting to be held in the Village Hall on Friday 17 January 2025.

Restorative Solution’s Dave Pascoe will be inviting representatives from the TGR
community to the Public Meeting. GPC will extend invitations to: Skipton and Ripon MP
Sir Julian Smith, NYC Deputy Mayor Clir Joanne Coles, NYC Clir Myers, NYC Communities
Representative Heather Phillips and Officers from North Yorkshire Police.

Clir Myer’s requested that a’ Zoom’ facility be provided at the Public Meeting for those
invitees who lived/worked at distance.

6.2 Traveller Gypsy Roma (TGR) WG Recommendation

Referring to the Physical Security Recommendations from the TGR WG Briefing Note, it
was proposed that GPC accepts the recommendation of the TGR WG to install Birds



Mouth fencing around the South Street Triangle, along Goffa Mill and across the
western access to High Green at a cost of £15,000 (ex VAT).

Proposed by DS and seconded by CH. All in favour.

6.3 Environment Update WG update regarding the proposed meeting with NYC
Officers.

The council have not received an offer of a meeting date from NYC (Mr Leon Hazeldene)
and the Proper Officer was asked to chase him.

6.4 Souber Dairy — report from NYC Planning Meeting

The Chair reported that the Souber Diary Planning Application had been passed despite
well-constructed and detailed objections from Bank Newton PC, Bank Newton
Residents, Cllr Simon Myers and us. GPC’s objection majored on the impact the
increased traffic would have along routes through Gargrave, especially along Marton Rd,
to the diary complex. Despite the result we managed to again strongly represent
villagers’ objections to the increasingly dangerous levels of heavy traffic on our lanes and
roads.

6.5 Stepping Stones update.

Further to an email to John Sisk & Son Ltd, the civil engineering firm currently working at
Kex Gill, the Regional Social Value and Stakeholder Manager at Sisk’s has invite the Chair
and Proper Officer to an online ‘Teams’ meeting on 16 Dec 24 to discuss how they may
help. It was agreed that CH would also join the meeting.

6.6 Aire River and Tree Survey update regarding the now scheduled meeting with EA
officers on Monday 9 December at 10:30 am.

A meeting with the EA has been arranged for the 9 Dec 24 to discuss the next revision of
the flood plan and issues arising from the GPC survey.

6.7 Christmas Lights update

The Chair thanked the Proper Officer and the Gargrave Events Committee (GEC),
particularly Cllr Claire Cadman (one of the founding members of the GEC), for the
coordination of effort and the enormous amount of work they and others dedicated to
improving the Village Christmas Lights this year. The Chair said that together with the
GEC we can look forward to further improvement next year.

6.8 Gargrave Railway pedestrian access from the carpark update regarding a request
from a member of the public at the last meeting.

The Proper Officer outlined the background and reminded the meeting that this issue
had been previously discussed in August/September 2020, but was eventually
abandoned after the Highways department would not give permission for the extension.
Extracts from the email trail are:

Church Street Pavement Extension

Email quote from David Jones 6th August 2020

Quote "As | mentioned in my last email, the road to the North of the rail bridge is narrower
than anticipated, so | have been discussing the options for the footway with Daniel Herbert,
our new Improvement Manager. On reflection, having done further investigations, there is




insufficient road width to safely provide a footway, whether by physical construction or by
road markings.

We now think that the best option is to refresh the existing road markings and provide
pedestrian warning signs, and a sub plate to say “No footway for 200 yds”, either side of the
bridge at the locations shown on the attached plan.

We are still considering extending the 30mph speed limit to the South car park , but further
investigatory work is needed before a decision can be made. | will update you when | know
the outcome".

GPC had a further meeting with David Jones and Daniel Herbert, Area 5 Improvement
Manager.

Email quote from Daniel Herbert, Highways September 2020.

Quote "Following the meeting on site that Mr Jones and | had with you and your colleagues,
we have explored the options available to provide facilities for pedestrians but, due to the
existing road layout, it is not possible from a technical perspective to provide any form of
designated pedestrian route between the car park and the railway station over the bridge.
We have committed to install additional warning signs either side of the bridge and we have
also committed to investigate the feasibility of extending the 30mph limit but this is subject
to speed surveys and we won’t have the results of those surveys until after the 31st August
deadline.

| am sorry that | have not been able to take forward the pedestrian route options that were
discussed on site but there are engineering standards that we have to abide by and that
means the footway options are not deliverable.

Following discussion, it was agreed that the Proper Officer would investigate:

e If more lighting could be provided where pedestrians are vulnerable during the dark.

e The possibility of Highways moving the 30mph limit to the Broughton side of the
railway bridge back so that the entrance to the railway car park was brought within
the speed limit.

6.9 Clerk/RFO recruitment update
Interviews for the Clerk & RFO will take place in the Village Hall during 11 Dec 24.

6.10 Co-option of a new councillor has been set for the PC meeting on Wednesday 8
January 2025.

It was confirmed that there were 2 candidates, both had been invited to the PC meeting
on 8 Jan 25.

6.11 Speeding Road Safety campaign

The Chair reported that the campaign had now attracted the support of 21 councils and
had attracted media attention and parliamentary support. We await a reply from the
letter to the NYC Mayor and NYC Deputy Mayor.

7. Gabion Baskets failure on the north bank of the River Aire (adjacent to Pinfold)
7.1 To discuss and deal with any immediate safety concerns.

It was noted by a resident that children had been seen climbing on the collapsed gabion
baskets. It was agreed that the Proper Officer would arrange for warning signs to be
placed on the riverbank.

7.2 To chart the route to dealing with the long-term issues and the repair.



10.

Following a full discussion around responsibilities and those agencies with vested or
other interests (Highways, North Yorkshire Water, the EA) it was decided that the
meeting with the EA on 9 Dec 24 would provide a good starting point to tackle the
issue.

Public Participation

A resident produced a press cutting and asked if Gargrave would join Embsay on the
two-year trial to be conducted by NYC to replace spraying of weeds by mechanical
means. It was agreed that the Parish Council would find out if it would be possible to
join the trial at this stage. Following a further question regarding the level and type of
spraying in Gargrave, the Proper Officer agreed to investigate and report his findings at
the next meeting.

Two residents declared they are pursuing separate complaints against NYC regarding
the Neighbourhood Plan anomaly and the implications on the recent decision apropos
the Marton Rd planning application.

To consider the following planning applications and decisions
10.1 ZA24/26465/TPO - Awaiting Decision
10.2 ZA24/26461/TCA - Approved
10.3 ZA24/26423/TPO - Approved

10.4 ZA24/26409/FUL — It was felt that this application should be objected to as the
conceptual architecture in the proposed extensions, and materials depicted in
the drawings, are alien to those of the host building.

Financial Matters
10.1 To approve the 2025/26 Budget recommendations from the Finance Meeting

It was resolved that the council approved the 2025/2056 budget recommendations
from the Finance council meeting on the 26 Nov 24.

The recommendation to raise the Precept by £4,000 to £54,000 was proposed by CH
and Seconded by KH.

10.2 To receive and approve the schedule of cheque payments and receipts as tabled

It was resolved to approve the schedule of cheque payments and receipts as tabled and
presented at the meeting that require signing in accordance with the Financial
Regulations.

Proposed by DSt and Seconded by CH. All in favour.

GARGRAVE PARISH COUNCIL

Invoice Review: 4 December 2024

DATE ITEM DESCRIPTION INCOME | PAYMENTS
07/11/2024 YLCA CLERK/RFO ADVERT 20.00
08/11/2024 PENDLE FOREST HUNT 60.00
11/11/2024 CEF 223.44
13/11/2024 IONOS WEBSITE 8.40




15/11/2024 VILLAGE HALL 216.67
25/11/2024 MEMORIAL BENCH DONATION 1,206.00
25/11/2024 MEMORIAL BENCH DONATION 1,086.00
29/11/2024 VAT REFUND 5,696.68
CRAVEN STATIONERY 8.02
VILLAGE HALL ROOM HIRE TGR 36.00
MEETING 30/10/24 )
CEF XMAS TREE 209.88
CEF XMAS TREE 36.16
VILLAGE HALL ROOM HIRE TGR 22.00
AND FINANCE MEETINGS )
CEF XMAS TREE LIGHT LED STRINGS 420.34
SHC CHERRY PICKER HIRE 300.00
J C COWGILL - MEMORIAL BENCH
STONE FLAGS 240.00
NAT WEST as at: 31 November 2024 - £39,381.81 = = |  —memmemeemm | ;eceeceeee-
8,048.68 1,790.91

11. Correspondence. To receive information on the following new correspondence and
decide further action where necessary:

Correspondence relating to the Neighbourhood Plan anomaly were discussed at Item 5.1

12. Notify the Acting Proper Officer of matters for inclusion on the agenda of the next
meeting.

13. To confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 8" January 2025

There being no further business the meeting closed at 21:15hrs.

Martin Banks
Acting Proper Officer



