
GARGRAVE PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting 

Held on Wednesday 6th November 2024 
 

Present:   

Gregory L Butt (GLB) Chair 
Claire Cadman (CC) 
Karen Hunter (KH) 
David Shuttleworth 
Alan Sutcliffe 
Derek Steele (DSt) 
Martin Banks (MB) Acting Proper Officer 

   

1. Chairman’s Opening Remarks  

The Chair opened the meeting and welcomed everyone including Mr Dave Pascoe who is 
to give a presentation from Restorative Solutions see 5.1. 

2. To receive apologies for absence:   

Chris Hoskin 

3. To receive any declarations of interest not already declared under the Council’s Code 
of Conduct or any members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests.  

Nothing declared. 

4. To confirm the minutes of the last meeting held on the 2nd October 2024 as a true and 
correct record. 

The minutes of the 2nd October were accepted as a true record. Proposed by DS and 
seconded by KH. All in favour and accepted unanimously. 

5. Reports from Invited Guests and North Yorkshire Councillor. 

5.1  Restorative Solutions. The Chair introduced Dave Pascoe (DP) with a brief synopsis 
of his experience as an Officer in the RAF and more recently as a Police Officer dealing in 
operational and strategic issues. He explained that DP is now the North Yorkshire Service 
Delivery Manger for Restorative Solutions. 

Dave Pasco explained that Restorative Solutions is financed by the Ministry of Justice 
and reports to the NY Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner and that the impact of the 
TGR (Traveller Gypsy Roma group) transit through Gargrave to the Appleby Fair has been 
formally accepted as a candidate for Restorative Justice.  

Dave Pascoe gave a presentation on the aims, objectives and working practices of 
Restorative Solutions and explained that he would engage with all groups affected: 
residents, businesses, and the TGR. The first step in doing this would be to hold a public 
meeting in the Village Hall where residents, business owners and the Parish Council will 
set out their issues along with ideas for addressing them. It was agreed that the first 
public meeting would take place in January 2025. 

5.2 Cllr Simon Myers. 



The Chair brought to Cllr Myers attention 3 items of correspondence (from Agenda Item 
12) that he thought might be better discussed as part of his report:  

Mr Leon Hazeldene of NY Planning Enforcement has agreed to meet with the Parish 
Council regarding Kelber Farm, dates to be decided. The Chair also said he would 
appreciate Cllr Myers attendance at the meeting and asked him to use his influence 
to not allow the promised meeting to slip or drag. Cllr Myers agreed to speak to Mr 
Hazeldene and ensure that the meeting went ahead in a timely fashion. 

A resident has written to NYC, the Parish Council and Cllr Myers regarding the 
Marton Road planning decision. The resident had submitted a Freedom of 
Information request to Area 5, specifically about the lack of clarity and full disclosure 
of details regarding Highways assessment of Road safety and requested that an 
Internal Review be conducted. Cllr Myers, whilst acknowledging that he was not part 
of the planning team said he would will follow the progress of this request. 

The council have asked for agreement to speak at the NYC planning meeting 
regarding the Souber Farm application and have had received a holding reply from 
NYC. Cllr Myers agreed that it would be in everyone’s interest if Gargrave Parish 
Council was invited to speak. 

 Cllr Myers reported that there is an ongoing activity to try to balance the number of 
residents in the NYC mid-Craven wards to make them more even. This should be 
completed in two weeks. There will be budgetary pressure on NYC, for example the cost 
of fixing roads will be £14M. There will also inevitably be some impact felt from the 
recent budget changes to employers National Insurance which will affect all the NYC 
suppliers. 

The Sawmill site application is with the Secretary of State and a decision as whether the 
application will be approved is still outstanding. 

6. To receive information on the following ongoing issues and decide on further action 
where necessary. 

6.1 TGR Working Group 

The TGR met last week and discussed the Restorative Solutions (Agenda Item 5.1). They 
also discussed physical security options and have started to gather quotes. CH agreed to 
look at the bylaws and report on what they actually were and how they might be 
utilized. It was agreed that the TGR decision timeline plan would need to be amended 
to take into account the number of meetings required, but there would be no change to 
the end date. 

 6.2 Councillor Vacancy 

We have received a number of expressions of interest. The closing date is 15th November 
2024. 

6.3 Clerk and RFO Vacancy 

The advert for the vacancy has now gone out and we have issued application packs to   
several candidates. As with councillor vacancy the end date for returning the 
completed application packs is the 15th November. 

6.4 Stepping Stones update 



An email has been issued to a civil engineering firm who thought the council thought 
might be willing to provide assistance with the cost. At the moment no response has 
been received. 

6.5   Remembrance Sunday 

The Chair thanked KH and the Dalesman Café for their help in tidying up the War 
Memorial. The Chair will be laying a wreath on behalf of the Parish Council on 
Remembrance Sunday. 

Next year is the 80th anniversary of the end of WW2. It was agreed that the council 
should help to lead  in recognising this significant date and KH volunteered to reach 
out to and co-ordinate with other community groups and the Church. 

6.6   Change of bank account signatory 

          Due to the resignation of the last councillor and pending the appointment of a new 
Clerk/RFO there is only one councillor who can act as a signatory to the Nat West bank 
account. In the circumstances the Chair was appointed as a signatory to the bank 
account. 

6.7   Tree and River Survey 

   The Acting Proper Officer wrote to the Environment Agency, in line with the direction 
from the previous Parish Council meeting, and asked the EA to visit and discuss the 
way forward. He subsequently supplied the EA with copies of the ‘in-house’ survey 
and review. We await their reply. 

6.8    Gargrave Events Committee – Xmas lights 

CC, a member of the Gargrave Events Committee (GEC), informed the meeting that the 
GEC had purchased a star for the Xmas Tree along with other strings of lights. In 
addition decorations have been bought for mounting on street lights and the Gormless 
lamp standard and every house along the main street with a flagpole bracket would be 
fitted with a small Xmas tree and lights. 

7. Parish Communications Plan 

The Chair outlined the steps that the council have taken steps to improve 
communications and the flow of information i.e. a regular Parish Magazine article and 
use of the Community Facebook page. Notwithstanding these improvements there was 
a requirement to completely overhaul how the Parish Council communicated, including: 

a. PC Website 
b. Social Media 
c. PC communication 
d. Individual Cllr communication & responsibilities.  

 
In order to produce a plan that brings us up to date, informs as many people as 
possible, to allow us to better communicate the work of the PC, CC indicated that she 
would be  willing to take on the job of producing a plan to improve PC communications.  
It was proposed that CC would produce the plan by May 2025. Proposed by DSt and 
seconded by AS. 

8. Office IT computer system 



The current system using Windows 10 will not receive any maintenance updates from 
October 2025 and is not capable of being upgraded to Version 11. Similar comments are 
also applicable to the council’s backup laptop system. A resolution to allow the Acting 
Proper Officer investigate and cost necessary options was proposed by CC and 
seconded by DSt. 

9.  Public Participation 

A resident asked if the council would look into the prospect of creating newgarden 
allotments. Following some discussion it was confirmed that the council did not have 
any available or unallocated land. It was also stated that allotments could only be 
provided if a landowner would be prepared to set aside an area. 

Another resident asked if there had been any attempts to improve the access from the 
south platform of the railway station via a new pavement down Church Street into the 
village and could this topic be raised again? MB stated there had been an attempt to do 
this which never was allowed to come to fruition by NYC. He will document the history 
for the council to review whether it should make another attempt. 

10    To consider the following planning applications and decisions 

         10.1       ZA24/26331/TPO – Refused since there is a Tree Protection Order on the tree. 

         10.2       ZA24/26403/TCA – Decision awaited 

         10.3      ZA24/26380/TCA - Decision awaited 

 10.4      ZA24/26290/VAR – GLB declared an interest and left the meeting for this 
Agenda Item only. Following discussion the application was objected to since it 
would not improve safety but afforded an advantage to the applicant whilst 
disadvantaging a third party. 

 

11    Financial Matters 

To receive and approve the schedule of cheque payments and receipts as tabled or 
presented at the meeting that require signing in accordance with the Financial 
Regulations.  

Acceptance proposed by DSt and seconded by CH. All in favour. 

GARGRAVE PARISH COUNCIL 

Invoice Review: 6 November 2024 

DATE ITEM DESCRIPTION INCOME PAYMENTS 

08/10/2024 
PROLUDIC ZIP WIRE TROLLEY GUARD 
(CIL REFUNDED) 

  586.17 

15/10/2024 VILLAGE HALL   216.67 

15/10/2024 1&1 INTERNET   8.40 

21/10/2024 REMEMBRANCE DAY POPPY WREATH   40.00 

  
J C COWGILL INSTALLATION OF 2 
MEMORIAL BENCHES 

  480.00 

  J C COWGILL OCTOBER CUT   1,434.71 



  
J C COWGILL CHIPPING OF BRANCHES 
ON RAILWAY CAR PARK AND 2 
GREENS 

  360.00 

  
AJGIBL INSURANCE FOR NEW 
PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT 

  27.83 

  CEF STREETLIGHTS   77.64 

  TWINLOCKS GARDEN CENTRE   101.54 

        

NAT WEST as at: 31 OCTOBER 2024 £34,283.46   ----------- ----------- 

            0.00 3,332.96 

 

 

 

12  To consider the following new correspondence 

CORRESPONDENCE     6th November 2024 
  

Pendle Forest and Craven Hunt                                                                                               
The Hunt has notified the council that they are to disband at the end of the season. The 
last time they will meet on the Middle Green will be this Boxing Day, 26th December 
2024, gathering at 10.30am onwards.  
 
The council have replied to express their regret on behalf of the village that after many 
years and many thousands of visitors that the hunt has had to disband. 

Kelber Farm 
The council wrote to Mr Leon Hazeldene NYC regarding the increased amount of non-
farming activities at Kelber Farm as follows:- 
 
Following your period of absence, and to address the valid concerns, as expressed to 
Sally Boardman, we feel that a face-to-face meeting with you, and Sally, and a small 
working group from Gargrave Parish Council headed up by the Chair Gregory L Butt and 
including NYC Cllr Simon Myers, is the only way forward. 
 
Mr Hazeldene responded that he was more than happy to meet up and the council is 
waiting for him to suggest some dates. 



Marton Road planning application 
A resident has raised a Freedom of Information request from NYC Area 5 and requested 
an Internal Review be held concerning two previous information requests. These 
information requests concerned the Skipton and Ripon planning committee meeting of 
the 3rd June where the planning decision was deferred, pending a request for further 
information from NYC Highways Area 5.  
 
The FOI requested the email trail validating the processes of Area 5 to guide them to a 
resultant decision for a new footpath given the huge overwhelming public concern 
about road safety issues on this road.  An Internal Review was requested as the 
information supplied to the resident lacked continuity and appeared incomplete and 
inaccurate.  
 
The resident was waiting for a reply as at 4th November 2024. 

Souber Farm application 
The council have asked for agreement to speak at the NYC planning meeting regarding 
the Souber Farm application. NYC's Vicky Davies responded as follows: 
 
Further to our recent correspondence, the Chair is aware of your request to speak as an 
adjoining parish council. 
 He has asked for planning to provide him with a map highlighting the application site 
and one of the existing vehicle routes used by Souber Diary to Gargrave.  This will assist 
with his decision.  In any event, you could always register to speak under the ‘objector’ 
role if he declines your request to speak specifically in the ‘parish council’ slot. 
 
No date has been notified as to when the planning meeting is to take place.  
  



VAS SIGN 
A resident reported:- I have looked through the minutes of the meeting held on the 11 
September and I can see no mention of my request to deploy the VAS sign around the 
village which I raised under public participation which is very disappointing. I also 
mentioned that this would be a great support for the Speeding Petition Proposal as the  
Parish Council will have real time data to support this. I do believe the last time it was 
deployed was in March this year. I have also attached the deployment schedule that 
was created and shared with North Yorkshire Council. It is such a disappointment that 
no one from the Parish Council has picked this up following my departure 
 
Acting  Proper Officer - Further to your email below there hasn't been any lack of desire 
to progress with the Speeding Petition and we have been in touch with Gillian several 
times, the latest time this week. The petition is still being marketed via councils in 
North Yorks and a draft letter has been circulated for approval once the list of councils 
joining the petition is complete as far as possible. 
Work is still being done to review all the documentation available and what is required 
to physically mount the Swarco machines and collect the information. The council then 
needs to be able to analyse the information via the Horizon software and then be able 
to pass this information to the next cab on the line! 
You'll appreciate that the deployment schedule you sent me is not useful for the job 
(there is a different one in the files) in hand and there are other files on the office 
computer which look as though they should useful but in fact don't contain any 
information. 

 

 

11.  Notify the Acting Proper Officer of matters for inclusion on the agenda of the next 
meeting. 

To confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 4th December 2024 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 21:15hrs. 

 
 
Martin Banks 
Acting Proper Officer 


