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GARGRAVE PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting 

Held on Wednesday 21st August 2024 
 

Present:   

Gregory L Butt  (GLB) Chair 
Karen Hunter (KH) 
Chris Hoskin (CH)  
Derek Steele (DSt) 
Martin Banks (MB) Acting Proper Officer 

 

 
1. Chairman’s Opening Remarks  

 

The Chair opened the meeting and welcomed everyone to the meeting. He paid tribute 
to Janet Sugden who has resigned after many years of dedicated and loyal service. 

 
2. To receive apologies for absence:  Cllr David Shuttleworth (DS) Cllr Alan Sutcliffe (AS) 
 
3. To receive any declarations of interest not already declared under the Council’s Code 

of Conduct or any members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests:   
 

Nothing declared. 
 

4. To confirm the minutes of the last meetings held on the 3rd July 2024  and also the 
Extra Ordinary Meeting held on 12th August 2024 , as true and correct records. 
 
The minutes of the 3rd July were accepted as a true record. Proposed by DSt and 
seconded by CH. All in favour and accepted unanimously. 
The minutes of the Extra Ordinary Meeting of the 12th August were accepted. Proposed 
by KH and seconded by DSt. All in favour and accepted unanimously. 
 

5. Reports from Invited Guests and North Yorkshire Councillor. 
 

Cllr Simon Myers (NYCC) informed the meeting that the housing allocation to NYCC was 
to be increased to 4,200 houses per year. This is a 100% increase  and in his opinion is 
undeliverable. He was unsure when Coniston Bridge would be repaired since there has 
been no budget allocation for this work. 
 
There are a number of initiatives in the pipeline which NYCC are considering. Leisure 
Investment Review and Playing Field Strategy, which are concerned with health and 
fitness, and Cultural Strategy for North Yorks dealing with museums etc. 
 
Responding to a number of social media rumours Cllr Myers was stridently adamant that 
there is no truth whatsoever that the Anchor hotel and the former nursing home Neville 
House would be used for housing illegal migrants or asylum seekers.  
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6. To receive information on the following ongoing issues and decide on further action 
where necessary: 
 

I. River  
CH and DS provided a report showing the trees that required attention for 
remedial actions. The report will be reviewed in the October meeting once 
councillors have had the opportunity to look into the detail of it.  
 

II. Stepping Stones Plan 
GLB proposed a decision timeline plan to replace the stepping stones in 2025. 
This plan is dependant on council agreement at every stage. The first stage is to 
tender for a engineering report, the results of which will be brought to the 
October meeting.  
Acceptance of the plan was proposed by DS and seconded by CH. All in favour. 

 
III. Environment Working Group 

GLB outlined the reults of the environment meeting which took place on the 16th 
August. The working group felt they had come to an impasse over concerns 
regarding the amount of biomass material held at Kelber Farm. GLB asked Cllr 
Myers to help arrange a meeting with relevant NYCC officers, which Cllr Myers 
agreed to do. A follow up email will be sent to Cllr Myers to confirm the request 
with relevant detail 

 
IV. Gargrave Events Committee 

The GEC are proposing to hold a bonfire on the Middle Green.  
It was proposed by GLB that the Parish Coouncil grant authority subject to a  full 
risk assesment, a detailed plan showing the exact locations of the bonfire, the 
fireworks location, spectator position, location of food, beverage and 
entertainment, The GEC are also required to provide proof of public liability 
insurance. 
The proposal was accepted by DS and seconded by KH. 
 

V. Co-option of new councillor 
Claire Cadman was co-opted to fill a council vacancy due to a resignation. There 
were no other applications which would have forced an election and under the 
existing rules Claire was automatically elected. GLB will arrange for her CV to be 
circulated round the council for information. 
  
 

7. Gypsies and Travellers 
 

GLB presented the attached TravellorGypsyRoma (TGR) Plan for Gargrave – Decision 
Timeline at Appendix A below. 
 
It was proposed by DS that the plan was accepted and seconded by KH. 
 

8. Public Participation 
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A resident commented that the Marton Road application had not had an independent 
traffic safety audit done even though the planning committee had instructed NYCC to do 
one. It was also commented by an NYCC planning committee member that if the 
decision of the committee was that the application was turned down and the applicant 
appealed then it would go to Judicial Review and NYCC wouldn’t have the funds to fight 
against an appeal. 
 
 

9. To consider the planning applications and decisions: 
ZA24/28188/LBC – No objections raised 
ZA24/25870/TPO – Already approved 
ZA24/26189/HH – No objections raised 
ZA24/26060/FUL – Objected on overdevelopment grounds 
ZA24/25989/HH – Already approved with conditions 
 

10.  Financial Matters 
 

To receive and approve the schedule of cheque payments and receipts as tabled or 
presented at the meeting that require signing in accordance with the Financial 
Regulations. 
 

GARGRAVE PARISH COUNCIL 

Invoice Review: 21st AUGUST 2024 

DATE ITEM DESCRIPTION INCOME PAYMENTS 

08/07/2024 LAND REGISTRY   6.00 

15/07/2024 PAYE           249.20 

15/07/2024 VILLAGE HALL   216.67 

15/07/2024 1&1 INTERNET   8.40 

30/07/2024 VAT REFUND 2,697.57   

09/08/2024 PUBLIC WORKS LOAN   2,211.14 

14/08/2024 1&1 INTERNET   8.40 

15/08/2024 MARMAX BENCHES {reclaim from CIL funds)   990.00 

15/08/2024 VILLAGE HALL   216.67 

  WAGES           871.86 

  J C COWGILL (Rospa repairs reclaim from CIL)   1,362.00 

  J C COWGILL (July cut)   1,434.71 

  CRAVEN STATIONERY (Ink)   112.49 

  YLCA TRAINING DAY (G Butt, Deborah Redfearn)   140.00 

  M BANKS (NBB Anchor Kit for Marmax seats}   105.60 

  CEF (Street lights)   82.80 

NAT WEST as at: 21 August 2024 - £20,116.78     ----------- ----------- 
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            2,697.57 8,015.94 

 
Acceptance proposed by CH and seconded by KH. All in favour 

 
11. To consider the following new correspondence 

 

Correspondence         

A request has been received from the GWWG group for the council to consider introducing  a 
Memorandum of Understanding between the council and the group. We will refer this to the 
October meeting where GWWG are expected to talk about their activities to date and aims for the 
future. 

          

A request from a parishioner to consider pruning one of the councils trees on the Low Green 
triangle due to its size and several dead branches. The council will not agree to this suggestion. A 
further complaint was made because a van and caravan was parked on the Low Green several 
times. GB will visit the resident when appropriate to discuss. 

          

A request to join a local campaign against speeding and to advocate the use of of average and fixed 
speed cameras. The council have agreed to this and will add this topic to the September meeting 
agenda. 

          

A request to provide more detail on planning applications has been received and it was agreed to 
put the application numbers are on the current agenda. Another request to add names and 
personal email addresses was not agreed to. 

          

Another resident has asked what has asked what progress is being made on the defence of the Low 
Green triangle, given the recent news about travellers in Skipton and Ilkley. The council will be 
bringing a plan to the next meeting of the PC which will seek to provide a decision timeline for the 
work required to manage the annual Appleby Fair migration.  Protection for South St Triangle, 
along with other areas of our Village Greens, will form part of that plan. 

  
12.  Notify the Acting Proper Officer of matters for inclusion on the agenda of the next 
meeting. 

 
To confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 4th September 2024 

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 21:11hrs. 
 

Martin Banks 
Acting Proper Officer 
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APPENDIX A  -  Traveller Gypsy Roma (TGR) Plan for Gargrave - Decision Timeline 

Ser Date Key Points Responsibility/Discussion/Actions 

1 Aug to Oct 24 TGR WG consider options  TGR Working Group: 
Review and amend existing Plan by considering (not exhaustive) issues: 

a. Review Legal Options and By Laws 
b. Physical Security (Permanent and Temporary) Options 
c. Operational Concerns: 

• Lighting? 

• CCTV? 

• Grass Cutting routine 

• Wastebins? 

• GNAT – additional facilities? Porta Loos? 
d. Communication Plan, including: 

• North Yorkshire Council 

• NY Police 

• Residents 
 

2 Oct 24 TGR WG present options at PC Sep Meeting Parish Council: 
Check TGR Plan against NYC Plan and confirm tender options 
 

3 Oct to Nov  Tender for Options agreed by PC 
 

Parish Clerk/Proper Officer 

4 Dec 24 TGR WG draft plan with costings TGR Working Group 
 

5 Jan 24  Resolution for PC to agree Plan at PC Dec Meeting Parish Council 
 

6 Jan – Apr 25 a. Communicate plan to Agencies 
b. Construct Physical Security measures 
c. Councillor Training 
d. TGR Exercise  

a. Parish Clerk/Proper Officer 
b. Contractors: overseen by Parish Clerk/Proper Officer 
c. Chair PC & Chair TGR Working Group 
d. Chair PC & Parish Clerk/Proper Officer 

 

7 Mar 25 Publicise Village Meeting  Parish Clerk/Proper Officer 
 

8 Date tbc Apr 25 Village Meeting: Present Plan with Q&A  Chair PC and Parish Clerk/Proper Officer: TGR Representative? 
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KEY DATES: 

Mon 5 May 25 Early May Bank Holiday  

Mon 26 May 25 Spring Bank Holiday  

Thu 5 - Sun 8 Jun tbc Appleby Horse Fair Dates  

 


